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The Philosophy of Auguste Comte. By L. L£vy-Bruhl. Authorized 
Translation. London, Swan Sonnenschein and Co., 1903. — pp. xiv, 

363- 

It was no less than the due of Professor Levy-Bruhl's careful work that an 
English translation should follow rapidly upon the German version. The 
work of translation has been performed by Mme. de Beaumont-Klein with 
a general accuracy and felicity to which one is not accustomed in the 
majority of the English versions of French scientific and philosophical 
books. Indeed, with the trifling exception of one or two un-English con- 
structions which have been allowed to remain by a palpable oversight 
(notably the rather irritating expression 'to substitute to'), there would be 
little to remind the reader that the book is not an original composition in 
English, but for the translator's odd practice of citing the works of Kant 
to which reference is made in the course of the exposition by the titles of 
their French translations. Mr. Frederic Harrison contributes a brief intro- 
duction, for the most part of a non-controversial character, though one is 
tempted to think that the statement on p. xii, that the ' ' rational systema- 
tic foundation [of psychology] dates from Comte' s suggestions," is a little 
more than generous towards Comte and a little less than just towards Her- 
bart, Beneke, Fechner and other eminent psychologists whose inspiration, 
to say the least of it, was not drawn from the Positive Philosophy. 

Of the merits of Professor Levy-Bruhl's study of Comtism it would be 
superfluous to speak at length in a notice of the present translation. The 
acceptance his work has found both in France and in Germany has already 
stamped it as a valuable and faithful exposition of the central thought 
of the founder of Positivism. The author deserves special credit for the 
skill with which he has shown by historical evidence that the subsequent 
invention of the ' positive ' policy and religion was implicit in Comte' s scheme 
for the reorganization of social conditions from its first inception. After 
Professor L6vy-Bruhl' s masterly treatment of this question, we ought to hear 
little more of the existence of two sharply opposed periods of Comtist thought. 
This is, it may be noted, a remark which has a very practical application. 
Professor L6 vy-Bruhl seems to have made it quite clear that it is with the semi- 
Comtists, who accept the principles of the ' positive philosophy ' but reject 
their logical development into * positive ' politics and religion, that the onus 
of exculpating themselves from the charge of inconsistency really lies. 
One may distrust the practical applications of the Comtist principles (I own 
that it is a distrust which I largely share myself ), but it seems no longer 
possible with logical consistency to discriminate between the applications 
and the principles. If we reject the applications, we must henceforth be 
prepared to draw the inevitable inference that there is something unsound 
in the principles from which they flow. 

Professor Levy-Bruhl's thoroughly "objective" method does not to any 
considerable extent allow him to combine the part of critic with that of 
expositor. For my own part, I could have wished that he had seen his way 
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to modify the rigor of the rules which have guided his composition, at least 
here and there. I would gladly have learned from so competent an 
authority, for instance, what he takes to be the real logical worth of the 
evidence by which the ' ' law of the three stages ' ' is supposed to be 
established. But alas ! the author contents himself with reproducing 
Comte's own estimate of the "law" and its foundation in fact, and does 
not allow us to conjecture what he thinks in his own heart of the matter. 
Similarly, the interesting exposition of Comte's views on the nature of 
mathematical truth would gain immensely if it were brought into contrast 
with subsequent theories of the nature of axioms and the character of formal 
demonstration. As it is, Professor Levy-Bruhl's method inevitably has the 
drawback that it tends to produce the impression that the Comtist views 
which are being expounded are the only well thought-out and seriously 
defended philosophical views now in existence. But to complain of so 
admirable an exposition of a philosophy because it is not accompanied by 
an equally valuable critical examination savors something of hypercriticism. 

A. E. Taylor. 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Saggio di uno studio sui sentimenti morali. Dal Guglielmo Salvadori. 
Firenze, Francesco Lumachi, 1903. — pp. viii, 138. 

We have here a good example of the eclecticism which is almost all that 
most writers of ethical theory offer to their readers at the present day. It 
would be hard to say whether Dr. Salvadori owes more to Kant or to 
Spencer, to Schopenhauer or to Mill, and numerous are the names of other 
philosophers with which his pages are liberally strewn. He indeed acknowl- 
edges this eclectic spirit very frankly in his preface, and his position and 
method may best be indicated by quoting his own words: "The doctrine 
followed by me is a species of rational eudsemonism founded upon empiri- 
cism, in which, by an application of the theory of evolution, I endeavored 
to conciliate the empirical realism of the utilitarian school with the abstract 
idealism of the metaphysical school." To some minds the philosophical 
" olla podrida" which is the result of this synthesis of theories does not 
seem the most stimulating diet. But if there is not much that is novel or 
striking in the analysis here offered of the moral sentiments, or in the 
ethical doctrine based upon it, there is yet a good deal which is not only 
sound and just but clearly and convincingly presented. 

E. Ritchie. 

Halifax, N. S. 

The following books also have been received : 

The Evolution of Theology in the Greek Philosophers. 2 vols. By Edward 
Caird. Glasgow, James MacLehose & Sons, 1904. — pp. xvii, 382 ; xi, 
377- US. 



